Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SANTIA 03436 271709Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /052 W 

272328Z 014756/20 

R 271548Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4541 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANTIAGO 3436 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR Cl AR PMIL 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO ARGENTINA OF JUNTA MEMBER GENERAL LEIGH 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 3031 

1 . ON HIS RETURN TO CHILE APRIL 22, AIR FORCE CINC/ 

JUNTA MEMBER GENERAL LEIGH TONED DOWN CONSIDERABLY 
THE MOST STRIKING COMMENT OF HIS BUENOS AIRES PRESS 
CONFERENCE - I.E., POSSIBLE REVISION OF THE RIO 

TREATY (PARA TWO REFTEL). IN REPLY TO A QUESTION 
HE REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE IDEA HAD BEEN EXPRESSED 
IN THE CONDITIONAL AND NOT CONCRETELY. MOREOVER, 

HE SAID THAT HE WAS CONVINCED THE USG WOULD CHANGE 
ITS POLICY TOWARD CHILE - WHICH PRESUMABLY WOULD 
OBVIATE THE NEED TO CHANGE THE RIO TREATY. 

2. LEIGH ADDED REMARKS ABOUT THE INCREASING UNITY OF 
THE SOUTHERN CONE AND LA COUNTRIES. 

3. COMMENT: IN HIS BUENOS AIRES AND SANTIAGO 
COMMENTS LEIGH EXPRESSED SENTIMENTS WIDELY HELD 
HERE. HE PROBABLY THOUGHT HE HAD GONE TOO FAR PUBLICLY 
ON THE RIO TREATY STATEMENT AND THEREFORE TONED 
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IT DOWN IN SANTIAGO. 
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